
San Clemente	–	EXPECTED	LANGUAGE	OF	LEARNING	AND	TEACHING	
SIMPLE	THINKING	SKILLS	 COMPLEX	THINKING	SKILLS	

KNOWING UNDERSTANDING APPLYING ANALYSING SYNTHESISING EVALUATING 
Ability to recall facts without 
understanding. Demonstrates 
previously learned material by 
remembering terms, basic 
concepts and answers. 

Ability to demonstrate basic 
understanding of facts and ideas 
from learned material. 

Ability to use in a new situation. 
Solves problems by applying 
acquired knowledge, facts, 
techniques and rules in a different 
way. 

Ability to examine in detail. Breaks 
information into parts by 
identifying motives or causes. 
Makes inferences and finds 
evidence to support 
generalisations. 

Ability to change or create into 
something new. Gathers evidence 
from a range of sources to 
compose in a new pattern or 
propose alternative solutions or 
recommendations. 

Ability to justify. Presents and 
defends opinions by making 
judgements about information, 
validity of ideas or quality of work 
based on a set of criteria. 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Language for learning intentions 
and success criteria 

Define 
Describe 
Extract 
Find 
Identify 
Label 
List 
Listen 
Locate 

Match 
Memorise 
Name 
Observe 
Plot 
Read 
Recall 
Recite 
Recognise 

Record 
Relate 
Reproduce 
Retell 
Select 
Sequence 
Spell 
State 
Trace 

Account 
Acquire 
Articulate 
Assign 
Classify 
Clarify 
Comment 
Compare 
Comprehend 
Contrast 
Demonstrate 

Discuss 
Estimate 
Explain 
Explore 
Express 
Illustrate 
Infer 
Interpret 
Monitor 
Observe 
Outline 

Pattern  
Predict 
Process 
Realise 
Relate 
Report 
Restate 
Review 
Sketch 
Summarise 
Understand 

Apply 
Calculate 
Categorise 
Choose 
Classify 
Conduct 
Connect 
Construct 
Convert 
Demonstrate 
Determine 
Develop 
Execute 

Experiment 
Group 
Identify 
Illustrate 
Interrelate 
Interpret 
Implement 
Link 
Manipulate 
Model 
Organise 
Pose 
Plan 

Present 
Relate 
Represent 
Respond 
Select 
Sequence 
Solve 
Suggest 
Summarise 
Symbolise 
Transfer 
Translate 
Use 

 Analyse 
Appreciate 
Arrange 
Categorise 
Cause and 
effect 
Classify 
Differentiate 
Discover 
Discriminate 
Dissect 
Distinguish 
Divide 

Establish 
Examine 
Find 
Focus 
Function 
Group 
Highlight 
Inference 
Inspect 
Investigate 
Isolate  
List 

Order 
Organise 
Prioritise 
Question 
Rank 
Reflect on 
Reorganise 
Research 
Select 
Sequence 
Simplify 
Survey 

Adapt 
Approximate 
Combine 
Compile 
Compose 
Construct 
Create 
Deconstruct 
Design 
Develop 
Devise 
Discuss 
Draw 
Elaborate 
Estimate 

Experiment 
Extend 
Formulate 
Generate 
Graph 
Hypothesise 
Imagine 
Improve 
Innovate 
Integrate 
Invent 
Manipulate 
Model 
Modify 
Predict 

Produce 
Propose 
Qualify 
Reframe 
Revise 
Rewrite 
Simplify 
Sketch 
Solve 
Structure 
Substitute 
Synthesise 
Test 
Theorise 
Transform 
Visualise 

Appraise 
Argue 
Assess 
Compare 
Conclude 
Consider 
Convince 
Criticise 
Critique 
Debate 
Decide 
Deduct 

Derive 
Determine 
Discern 
Document 
Estimate 
Evaluate 
Explain 
Extrapolate 
Expound 
Infer 
Interpret 
Judge 

Justify 
Measure 
Persuade 
Prioritise 
Prove 
Recommend 
Resolve 
Select 
Substantiate 
Sequence 
Symbolise 
Validate  

Modelling Questions Modelling Questions Modelling Questions Modelling Questions Modelling Questions Modelling Questions 
Can you list… 
Can you recall… 
Can you select… 
How did _____ happen? 
How is... 
How would you 
describe/explain/show… 
What is… 
When did… 
Where is… 
Which one… 
Who was… 
Who were the main… 
Why did… 

Can you explain what is happening? 
What is meant by… 
How would you classify… 
How would you compare/contrast… 
How would you rephrase… 
How would you summarise… 
What can you say about… 
What facts or ideas show… 
What is the main idea of… 
Which is the best answer? 
 Can you find an example of… 
What might happen next? 
State or interpret in your own words… 

How would you use… 
What examples can you find to… 
How would you solve _______ using 
what you have learned? 
How would you clarify… 
How would you show your 
understanding of… 
How would you explain this to someone 
else? 
What approach would you use to... 
What is the point of view? 
How would you apply what you’ve 
learned to develop… 
What other way would you plan to… 
What would happen if… 
Can you make use of the facts to… 
What elements would you choose to 
change… 
What facts would you select to show… 
What questions could you… 

What are the parts or features of… 
How is _______ related to… 
Why do you think… 
What is the theme? 
What motive is there? 
Can you list the parts where… 
What inference can you make? 
What conclusions can you draw? 
How you would classify… 
How would you categorise… 
What evidence can you find? 
What is the relationship between… 
Can you make a distinction between… 
What is the function of… 
What ideas justify… 

What changes would you make? 
How would you improve… 
What would happen if… Why? 
Can you elaborate on the reason? 
Can you propose an alternative? 
Can you invent… 
How would you adapt ____ to create a 
different… 
What could be done to minimise or 
maximise? 
What way would you design ____? And 
why? 
Suppose you could ______... what 
would you do and why? 
How would you test? 
Why is it important to test? 
Can you formulate a theory for… 
Can you predict the outcome if… 
How would you estimate the results 
for… 
Can you think of an original way for… 
Why is _____ of value? 
What are the relationships between 
different sources of evidence? 

Do you agree with the 
actions/outcomes? 
How would you prove/disprove… 
Can you assess the value/importance 
of… 
Would it be better if… 
Why did they choose… 
What would you recommend and why? 
How would you rate the… 
What would you cite to defend the 
actions of… 
How would you evaluate… 
How could you determine… 
What choice would you have made? 
What or why would you select… 
How/why would you prioritise… 
What judgement would you make 
about… 
Based on what you know, how would 
you explain… 
What information would you use to 
support the view? 
How would you justify? 
How could data be used to support the 
conclusion? 

Sentence Starters Sentence Starters Sentence Starters Sentence Starters Sentence Starters Sentence Starters 
• One of the characteristics of 

___ is _____. 
• The key features of ___ are

___. 
• Before beginning, it is

necessary to ______. 

• The inclusion of ____ can be
defended by _____. 

• It is reasonable to assume 
that _____. 

• The key features of ____ are 
_____. 

• There are two categories of
____ and these are _____. 

• The five main ideas from the
text are _____. 

• The problem of ___ has
reached crisis point. 

• ____ means that _____.
• The following are alike 

according to the criteria of
_____. 

• After a significant amount of
time, ____ occurred. 

• The causes of the problem
are many and varied. 

• In spite of ____, the best 
solution is ____. 

• There are several ways to 
resolve the issue of _____. 

• There has been much 
debate about _____. 

• The appeal of ____ lies in 
_____. 

• To achieve its goals, the 
organisation needs to ____.




